Background: Since the discovery of fiber-optic endoscopy to examine upper and lower gastrointestinal tract, diagnosis and therapy of gastrointestinal diseases were revolutionized. However, by these methods, of the small bowel, only the proximal duodenum and distal ileum could be examined. Hence, rest of the small bowel, which is more than four meters in length, remained like a black box. With the discovery of capsule endoscopy in
The capsule: Most capsules consist of a lens, light emitting diodes, a color camera, batteries, a radiofrequency transmitter and an antenna Fig. . [ ] The camera transmits multiple usually /second images by radiofrequency through sensor to a recorder. Currently, capsule endoscopy system is marketed by different suppliers, which somewhat differ in technology and in length and weight of capsule, number of cameras and antennas, frame rate per second and duration of battery life. Abbreviations used: OGIB: obscure gastrointestinal bleeding. . Future of capsule endoscopy: Limitations of the current system of capsule endoscopy include inability to steer the capsule, inability to biopsy lesions, and lack of therapeutic potential. Localization and estimation of size of the lesions using capsule endoscopy is often inaccurate. False negative and false positive diagnoses are other limitations. Moreover, in almost % of procedures the capsule does not reach the cecum while it is active. However, advances have been made to overcome these limitations. For example, now some of the capsules can be magnetically steered to pass through gastrointestinal tract.[ ] Some capsules also provide ability to real time imaging so that the operator can see while the capsule is passing down the [ ] Apostolopoulos, P, Liatsos, C, Gralnek, I. M, Giannakoulopoulou, E, Alexandrakis, G, Kalantzis, C, Gabriel, P, & Kalantzis, N. The role of wireless capsule endoscopy in investigating unexplained iron deficiency anemia after negative endoscopic evaluation of the upper and lower gastrointestinal tract. Endoscopy . , , -
Contraindications of capsule endoscopy

. Esophageal and colon capsule endoscopy
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